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Water Sample Instructions

Regardless if a water well is new orexisting, water sampling must bedone with special
consideration to obtain a good water sample and avoid additional contamination. Please read
this document completely, as it outlines thecorrect procedure fortaking a water sample.

1. Obtain an approved sterile samplingcontainer and current Water SampleForm.
These may bepicked upfrom ouroffice or the City of Houston Water & Dairy
Laboratory. Do not use jarsor other containers from home or other sources. Use
approved watersample containers only.

2. Select a coldwater faucet or tap nearest the well. Most wells have a faucet located on
thewater line exiting thetank. Samples should come directly from thewell or thetank.
If a water softening or filtration system is coimected to the water source, the water sample
should be taken from a tap or faucet priorto either of these types of system.

3. Remove anything attached to the faucet. Hoses, aerators, oranything else attached to
the samplefaucet may cause contamination.

4. Youwant fresh wellwater in your sample. Turn on thetap or faucet. Let it nm forat
least ten minutes so thatthe well pump is activated andyouobtain a fresh supply ofwater
from the well.

5. Do notgetyour hands dirty. While the water source is running, wash your hands
thoroughly with soap and water. Do not handle animals, place anything inyour mouth,
or do anything that might contaminate your hands and cause the water sample to become
inadvertently contaminated.

6. Turn off the faucet and sanitize it. If the faucet is metal, it can be done by heating it
with a cigarette lighter or a propane torch. Heat thefaucet until it is dry. If the sample is
to be taken from a plastic or chrome faucet such as your kitchen sink, do notheatit.
Swabinsideand around the opening of the faucet witha cottonball soaked in rubbing
alcohol or use a spray bottle containing a water/bleachmixture.

7. Collect the sample. Turn the faucet on to a slowtrickle. Carefully open the waterbottle
making surenot to touch the inside the cap or the bottle threads. Avoid breathing intothe
bottle. Fill the bottle to the neck and secure the cap. While filling the bottle, do not lose
or rinse out the white substance inside the bottle. This is sodium thiosulfate. Its purpose
is to neutralize any chlorine in the water sample.
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